S

~

'énul{ Lar s

ORDINANCE NO. 548 SUPPLEMENTAL

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 483 SUPPLEMENTAL CONCERNING .

THE REDUCTION AND CONTROL OF NOISE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF STAMFORD THAT.

Section 1. Short Titie “The City of Stamford Noise Control Ordinance.”

Seclion2. Puipose It is recognized that people have aright to and should
be ensured an environment iree lrom excessive sound and vibralion that

- may jeopnsdize their health or salely or wellare of degrade the quality of lite.

This Ordinance is enacied o prolecl, preserve, and promote the health,
salety, wellare, and qualily of lile for the citizens of Stamtord through the
reduction, control, and prevention of noise. : .

Section 3. Detinitions” The following delinitions shall apply in the inter-
pretation and enlorcement of this Ordinance.

2.1 AMBIENT NOISE OR BACKGROUND NOISE: Shall mean noise ofa
measurable intensily which exists at a point as aresull o! a combination ol
many disiani sources individualiy i inguishable. In lerms, itis
the level which is exceeded 80% of the lime {L80) in which the measurement
is taken .

3.2 BOARDOF REPRESENTATIVES: Shali meanthe Board of Represent-
atives of the City of Stamford. '

3.3 DIRECTOR OF HEALTH: Shall mean the Ditector of Health of the
City ot Stamiord.

3.29 HEALTH COMMISSION: Shall mean the Health Commission ol the
City of Stamlord.

3.30 COMMERCIAL ZONE: Shall mean all Commercial Dustricts and
Business Dislricts including CCS. CN,CL.CD,CG.CS.CI.CNN.as delined”
i the Zoning Regulations of the City of Stamford and all uses associated
thetewith sithor permitied as & rightorasa special use. Commaeicial shall

- atso inciude BD nnd BC design zones.

3.4 CONSTRUCTION: Shall mean any site preparation. assembly. erece

. won, substanlial repair. slleration, or similar action, but excluding demoh-

on, for or of public or privale righls-of-way, sttuctwes, ulilities. or simitar
property. .

3.5 CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: Shall mean any equipment
or device operated by fuel or electric power or air
or hydraulic pressure used in construction or
demolition work. '

3.6 DAY-TIME HOURS: Shall mean the hours between
8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and the
hours of 10 a.m. through B p.m. Sundays and Federal
and State holidays.

i 37 DECIBEL: Shali menn a lopmi!hm;c unit of measure used in measur:

ing magnitures of sound. The symbol is d0. SPL (Sound Piessure Level) 1s
detinnd as: SPL = 20 log P i dB where Po *0.0002 nucrohais
Po '

3.8 DEMOLITION Shallmean any dismantling, intenlional gestruchon or
removal of structures, utilities, public or private right-ol-way surfaces or
similar property.

3.9 DOMESTIC POWER EQUIPMENT: Shall mean. but nol limited to.
power saws, drills, grinders, lawn and garden tools and other domestic

1 equipment intended for use in residenlial areas by a homeowner.

3.10 EMERGENCY: Shall mean any occurrence or set of circumstances
involving actus! or imminent physical trauma or properily damage which
demands immediale aclion.

3.11 EMERGENCY VEHICLE: Shall mean any motor vehicle authorized
by the City of Siamford 1o have sound warning devices such as sjrens and
petls which can lawlully be used when responding 10 an emergency.

3.12 EMERGENCY WORK' Shall mean work made necessary lo restore
propesty 1o asale condition following an emergency. of work required 1o
prolect persons or properly from exposure to imminen! danger.

3.13 IMPULSE NOISE: Shall mean sound of short duration, usually less
than one second. with an abrupt onset and rapid decay

3.14 INDUSTRIAL ZONE. Shaii mean all indusirial Districts as deimed by
the Zoning Negulations of the City ol Stamfordincluding. bul not hmited to,
ML. MD. MG, and tPD Districts

3.15 MOTOR VEHICLE: Shall be delined as par Seclion 14-1 (26) of the
Conneclicul General Stalutes.

. 3.16 MUFFLER: Shall mean a device for abating sounds such as those
produced by escaping pases.

3,17 NIGHT-TIME HOURS: Shall mean the hours between
8 p.m. and 8 a.m, Sunday evening through Saturday
morning, except Saturday night shall wean the hours
between 8 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m, Sundays and
Federal and State Holidays,

3.18 NOISE Shall mean any sound. the intensily of winch, ex(:.eods the
sisndnrds el lorth in Section 5 2 ol this Otdinance

3.18 NOISE LEVEL Shall incan the sound pressiute tevel in decibels as
measured with a saund ievel meter using the A-waighting networh. The level
30 rend is designated dB(A) or dBA

3.20 PERSON. Shall mean any individual, fitm, partinership, association,

syndicate. company, Ltusl, COTporation, mumicipahly. agency. of potitical of
adminisirative subdivision ol the State ot other tegal enlity of any kind

321 PREMISES. Shali mean any bulding. stuchure, land or pothion
thereol. ncluding all appurtenances. And shall include yaras. lots, counts,
nner yards, and real proporires without binldings of improvements. owned
ot controlled by a person The envller's prenuses includes conliguons
pubhicly oedicated sireel and highway rights-ol-way, all road nghis-ol-
way snd walters of (ho State

322 PROPERTY LINE Shall mean that real or imaginary hine along ihe
ground surface and s verical extension which ) separates real property
owned of controlico by ANy person from conLiguous real projpeily ownet of
conirolied by another person, 3t b) separales real property Hom the pubic
#on-Of-way . .

3.2 PUBLIC RIGHT-OF -WAY: Shali mean any sireel. svenue. boulevard
highway, sidewalk, aliey. park walerway. ailroad ot simular place which i;
owned or controlled by a governmental enlity.

324 RECREATIONAL VEHICLE Shall mean any internal combustion
engine powered vehicle which is being used (o1 rec(eahonal purposes.

3.25 RESIDENTIAL 2Z0NE. Shall mean all cily owned property used lof
recrealional or educalional purposes, and all Resigential Distncts, RA2,
RA1, R20. R10. R7-1/2.R5, A2, RMF and any Commercial Districi when tised
lor Residential putposes. as delined in the Zorung Regutations ol the City of
Stamiord and all uses permitted therewith either as 8 right or as a special

use.

3.26 SOUND: Shall mean a transmission of energy thiough sohd. kiquid.
of paseous media in the form of vibrations which conslilute allerations in
pressure of posilion of the particies in the medium and which. in air evoke
physiological sensalions, including. but not imited 10, an audilory response
when impinging on the ear.

3.27 SOUND LEVEL METERS: Shall mean an wnsirument used to take

. .sound level measurements and which should conform, as a minimum, 10 the

ds Inslitute for

operationa! specifi ol the A [ N ! Stand
Sound Level Meters S1. 4—1971 (Type S2A).

3.28 SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL: Shall mean twenly (20) limes the loga-
rithm to the base ten (10} of the ratio of the pressure of a sound 10 the
reference pressure of twenty micronewions pet square meter (20 x 10-¢
Newlons/meter?), and is expressed in decibeis (dB).

Section 4. Noise Leve! Measwement Procedures For the purpose ot
delermining noise levels as sel forth in s Osdmance, the loliowing guide-
lines shall be applicable.

4.1 All personnel conducling sound measurements shall be trained in the
current techniques and principles ol sound measuring equipment and
instrumentation.

42 Instruments used lo delermine sound level measurements shall con-
torm 10 Ine sound level melers as delined by this Ordinance.

43 The general steps lisied betow shall be {ollowed when prepanng to
{ake sound level measuremenis. .

a) The instrument manufacturer’s specific instructions for the prepara-
tion and use of the insliument shall be followed.

b) The sound level meler shall be calibrated before and aflet each set of
measurements.

¢} When measurements are taken out of doors. a wind screen shall be
placed over the microphone of the sound level meater as per the manulac-
{urer's instructlions. . .

d) The sound level metet shall be placed at an angle fo the sound source
as specilied by the manulacturer’s insiructions angd al least four {4) lect
abave the ground. It shall be so placed as nol 1o be mieriered with by
individuals conducting the measurements :

e) Measurements shall be taken ot a point thal is located ahout one fool
heyond the boundary of ihe emiller’s premises within Jhe receplor’s prem-
ises. The emiller’s premises includes hisfher individual unit ol land of
ground of conlrguous parcels under the same ownership as indicaled by
puhlic fand records.

4.4 The recommended praclices for detecmaning statistical noise levels
shall he those as outhined in Lhe document entitied Conneclicut Noise
Sutvey Data Form #101 .

Section 5. Noise Levels

5 4 It shall be uniawlul or any person o emil Ot cause 1o be emitied any
noise beyond the boundaries ol tus/her premises 1N excess of the norse
jevels established in these 1eguiations.

§ 2 NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS: .

a) No personina Residenitial Zone shall emit noise beyond the bound-
atics ol hussher premises exceeding the levets staled hesein and applicable
10 adjacent Residential. Commercial or Industrial Zones. .

ficceptor's Zone

Residential  Residential/
Commeicial Day Night

55 6BA 55dBA 45 dBA

Emitter’s
Zone

Residential

Industiial
62 dBA

b) No personing Connercial Zone shall emml noise beyond the boundary
of tus/her premises excecding the levels stated heresn and applicable 10
adjacent Residential, Commercial of Industrnal Zones:

Receplor's Zone

\
Residential’ Residential/

Emiller’s
Zone Industnal  Commercial Day Night
Commeicial 62 dBA 62 dBA 55dBA 45 dBA

c) No person in an industrial Zone shall emit noise beyond the boundary
ot his/her prermises exceeding the levels slated herein and apphcable to
agjacent Residential, Commercial of indusinat Zones.

f

. feceplor's 2one

Emitler’s Residential  Ressdenlial/
2one industrial _Commercial Day Night
indusuial 70 dBA 66 dBA' 61 dBA 51 UBA .
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ORDINANCE NO. 548 SUPPLEMENTAL (CONTINUED)
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 483 SUPPLEMENTAL
CONCERNING THE REDUCTION AND CONTROL

OP NOISE.

§.3 HIGH BACKGROUND NOISE LEVELS AND IMPULSE NOISE:

8} Inthoss irddividual cases whare the background noise levals caused by
S0/ not subject 1o these Regulal the dards od
hersin, 8 s0uwce shall be considerad (0 causa excessive noise il the noiss
emitted by soch source exceeds the background notse lsvels by § dBA,
prowided thal ao source subject 10 Ihe provisions ol thus ordinance shall ems
noise in axcess of 80 dBA at any lime, and provided (hat this Section does
nol decrease the permissible levels ol other Sections of this Ordinance.

b) No persoashail cause of atow the emission ol impuise noise 1n excess
ol B0 dB pesk sound pressuie level dunng the nig lo any ." '}
Nose Zone.

¢} Na persoashall cause of atiow the emission ol mupulse nOise in excess
ol 100 dB pesk sound pressuce fevel at any limae 10 any 200e.

8. EXCLUSIONS:

These levets shall nol apply ta noise ermilied by of relaled to:

a) Naitural phenomaena.

b) Any bel of chime lrom any building clock, school, of chisch.

¢) Any siren, whistle. or bed Lawiully used by emergency vehicins or any
othar alacm sysiemns used in an emergency siluation provided. however, 1hal
burglas alarms nol terminating within lifleen (15) minules aiter being acu-
vaied shaN be eniawiul.

d) Waming devices requred by OSHA or olhes State or Federal salety
teguiations.

¢) Farming 0

or g acuwty.

5.5 EXEMPTIONS AND SPECIAL CONDITIONS: X
The following shall be exempt from these reg-
ulacions subject to special condxr_xons as may
be spelled out;
a) Noise generated by construction actlvlne-
 Ho

b) Noise creaud as a rasult ot. or rehting
to an emergency.

€) Noise from domestic power equipment such
as, but not limited to power saws, sanders,
grinders, lawn and garden tools, or similar
devices operated during Day-Tima Hours,

d) Noise from snow removal equipment.

e) Noiss From demolition activities conducted
during Day-Time Hours, it being the express
intention of this provision to prohibit the use
of equipment and machinery used in demolition
work before the hour of 7 a.m. Monday through
Priday, 8 a.m, Saturday and 10 a.m. Sunday;
provided that when considered emergency work,
demolition shall be exempt at all times from
the noise levels sat in this regulation.

f) Noise created by any aircraft flight
operations vhich are specifically pre-empted
by the Federal Aviation Administration.

g) Nolse created by any recreational
activities which are parmitted by law and
for which a license or permit has been
granted by the City, including, but not
limited to parades, sporting events, concerts,
and firework displays.

h) Noise created by blasting other than
that d d in tion with constru-
ction activities shall be exempted provided
that the blasting is conducted between 8:00
a.m, and 5:00 p.m. local time at specified
hours previomsly announced to the local
public, or provided that a permit for such
blasting has been obtained from local
auchoritlies,

i) Noise created by refuse and solid waste
collection, provided that the activity is
conducted during Day-Time Hours.

J) Sound created by any mobile source of
noiss. Mabile sources of noiseshall
include, but are not limited to, such
sources as aircraft, automcbiles, trucks
and boats. However, notwithstanding this
subssction, motor vehicles shall be subject
to the standards set forth in Section 7
hereof,

Section &. Protwhited Noise Achvitics The loftowing activiltas are
protubiled

61 VEHICLE HORNS No person shall at any tivm sewinvd any henn o
Othwy audibie 3ipna davice of B mokar valicke unkes il 1S INCOSSATY S &
wareng (o prevent o avind i tisdia: acextond.

6 2 TRUCK [DLWNG No pnrsan sluill o erate an engan (4 any standng
motoe vefucle with 3 weiglit m escess of 10K (unands Manulaclurae's
Gross Vehicla Wewglat [GVW) 1ov a periad in excess of fen { 1) nunutes when
such vehicle is parked on a rexidentat premise of 0n a cily slrest nexi o a
resisential premese

PAGE 2

6 3 EXHAUST DISCHANGE: No parson shall dischatge into the ambent
a0 the blow-down of any steam vent of the exhaust of any stalionary internal
combustion enging of ar compressor equipmaent, uniess such dischaige be
ihrough a mutller as delined by Section 3 16 of ihis Ordinance or through an
apparatus providing equal noise reduction.

Section 7 Molor Vehicle Noise

7 1 All moiorf velicies opetaicd within the lumils ol the City of Slamlord
shall be subject 1o Ihe noise standards ana decibel levels sei forth  the
negul.-nions authornized in Sections 14-80a-1a through 14-80a- 102 nclusive
ol the A of Conne 1 Slate Ag

72 No «ound amplilying davices on of wilhun molos vehicles shall ems
nuise in excess of the noise levels os specilred in Section 52

7.3 This section dealing with molor velucle noise shall be enlorced hy the
Chuef ol Police and/or his designaled subordinales.

Section 8 flecreational Vebicle Noise

81 No person shall creale or causa ia be created any unreasonably loud
of disturbing noise due 10 the aperaiion of a recreational vchicle A noise
shall ba deemed lo be unreasonably loud and a violation ol lhus Ordinance
when (he noise 30 generaled exceeds ihe noise level slandards et lorih i
Seclion 5 2. .

Section 9, Inspections:

9.1 For the purpose of determining compliance
with the provisions of this ordinance, the Director
of Health or his designated representative aras
hereby authorized to make inspections of all
nolse sources and to take measurements and make
tests whenever nacessary to determine the quantity
and character of noise. In the event that any
person rafuses or restricts entry and free access
to any part of a premise or refuses inspection,
testing or noise measurement of any activity,
device, facility or process where inspection is
sought, the Director of Health and/or designated
representative may seek from the appropriate
court a warrant without interference, restrict-
ion or obstruction, at a reasonable time, for
the purpose of inspecting, testing or measuring
noise, Should any inspection or measurcment be
required to be taken during hours of the day or
night which cause the Health Department to incur
expenses for overtime hours paid to any employee
and such measurement or inspection indicates a
violation of this ordinanca, the violator shall
pay the City of Stamford for such expenses for
overtime hours for said employee or employees

in addition to any penalty provided for herain.

92 It shail be unlawiul for any person lo refuse 1o allow or permit the
Owector ol HHealth or lus designaled representative lree access 10 any
memises when the Director of Health or his designated repiescntalive is
acting in comphance with & warrant lor inspection and order 1ssued dy he
appropriate courl

9.3 1t shall be uniawlul for any persan 1o violate the provisions of any
wartanl or courl order (equmr_|9 inspection, testing or measurement of
noise sources. )

9.4 No person shall hinder, obslruct, delay, resist. prevent in any way,
interlere or altempl to inlet{sre with any aulhorized person while in the
pesformance of his/her dulies under this Qrdinance.

Seclion 10. Penallies .

10.1 Any person in violation of any of the provistons of this Otdinance.
shall be lined in an amount nat 1o exceed $99. Each day such wiolation
continues shalil constilule a sepaiale violation.

Section ll, Variance, Contracts and Mediation:

11.1 Vanances.
a) Any person living or doing business i Slamlord may apply lo the

_Lieclor ol Heaith lor a vanance (rom ona or moie of the provsions ol the

Ordinance. which are more stungent than the Connecicut Depaitmeant ol
Envuonmental regutalions lor the control of naise, provided Ihat ihe apple
cani supplies all of the lollowing information 1a 1fe Dueclor ol Health.

1) Location and nalura of aclivity.

2) The lime period and hours of operalion of said actinty.

3) The nature and inlensily ol the noise that will be generated, and.

4) Any other informalion required by tha Director ol Heakn.

b} Na vaniance lrom these regulations shali be issued unless « has baen
demonsiraled thal:

1} The proposed activily witl not voolalo any provisions of the Conneclicut
Depatment of Environmental Protection reguiations.

2) The noisa levels genarated by lhe pioposed achivily will not constilute 3
danger 10 the publc health, and

3} Compliance with the regulations constilules an unreasonable hard-
ship on the applicanl.
" ¢} The npphcabon for vaciance shall be reviewed and silher approved or
tejecled within lileen (15) days of racept by the Director of Health. The
appaval or (ojaction shall he (n wriling and shall stale the condilionis) ol
apmuaval, sl any, or the reasans foy 1epechon.

U) Faduie 10 ruln on the applicalion in iha designated lune shall consiilute
appraval of the variance.

11 11 Any person aggnieved by the decision of the Dicector of Health with

‘rrwcct ta any variance may appeal in accotgance wilh (he Chailer (0 the

Heaith Commission within a peniod of ten | |01*d.1y; ol ihe reception ol the
Health Direcior's decision,

1112 Tha Diector ol Henlth is herswithy .‘Illlholllt‘d to make requiations
froxm inse 1o ime notinconsisient with [he State Puhbic Health Code and. of

o
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ORDINANCE NO., $48 SUPPLEMENTAL (CONTINUED) PAGE 3
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 483 SUPPLEMENTAL

CONCERNING THE REDUCTION AND CONTROL

OF NOISE.

11.2 Contracts: P o <. .

Any w:iyen agreement, purchase order or contracl whereby the Cily of
Stamlord is commutied Lo an expenditure of lunas i return lor work, labor, *
services, supplies, equipment, malerials of any commination thereol, shall '
nol be enmcq Into tnless such agreement, purchase arder or instrument
conlains p i hat any equip nlosaclivities which are subject to the
provisions ol this Ordwnance will be opecaled, consirucied, conduciea of
manutaciured withoul violaling the provisions of this Otdinance.

11,3 Mediation:

In the event that the Director of Health
receives a complaint alleging a violation of this
ordinance by noise eminating from a construction
or demolition activity, he is expressly auth-
orized to seek to mediate such dispute within
forty-eight (48) hours, provided that he is
satisfied that the complainant is aggriaved by
the alleged vioclation; that there is reasonable
grounds to believe that there is a vioclation of
this ordinance; and he determines, in view of
the particular factual circumstances, that such
mediation may. result in a satisfactory resol-
ution of the coxpleiat. Nothing herein is
intented to affect or in any way limit any other
procedures established elsewhere in this ordin-
ance, limit any other powers granted to the
Director of Health or require the Director of
Health to invoke the medistion powaers herein
established, .

Section 12_Severabilty

Ali provisions ol lhe Zoiung Regulations of the City of Stamiord which are
move siringent than thosa sot {orih herein shatl remain n force. If, lor any
reason, any word, clause, pawagraph, or section ol this Ordinance shall be
held to make the same unconstittdional, this Ordinance shall not hereby bo
invalidated and the remainder of this Ordinance shall continue in effect. Any
provision herein which is in conllict with the Connecticut General Statutes
or the Public Health Code of the State of Connecticut are héreby repealed, it
being understood thal sad Sialutes and Code shall lake precedence over
hus Ordinance.

Section 13. Notwithstanding anything contain-
ed herein to the contrary, Sections 5.5a and
5.5e shall be enforced by the Chief of Police
and/or his designated subordinates and/or
the Director of Health and/or his designated
subordinatas,

This ordinance shall take effect upon its
enactment.

SANDRA GOLDSTEIN, President, and ANNIE M. SUMMERVILLE, Clerk, do hereby certify
that the foregoing ordinance was approved on the Consent Agenda with two no votes
by the 18th Board of Representatives at their reqgular monthly meeting held on
Monday, April 1, 1985.
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APPROVED: Dated this day of April, 1985.

Sandra Goldstein, President

Thom Serrani, Mayor
City of Stamford, Connecticut

Annie M. Summerville, Clerk
Dated this day of April, 1985.

EFFECTIVE DATE: .
ak




