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This document contains the Connecticut regulations for Taking of Lobster. This 
document was prepared by the State of Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection and is provided for the convenience of the reader. This is not 
the official version of the regulations. The official regulations are published by the State 
of Connecticut, Judicial Branch, Commission on Official Legal Publications in the 
Connecticut Law Journal. In the event there is inconsistency between this document and 
the regulations as published in the Connecticut Law Journal, the Connecticut Law Journal 
publication will serve as the official version. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Sections of 26-157c may be amended by Commissioner Declaration to 
maintain compliance with federal or interstate fishery management plans or to prevent the 
undue depletion of native fishery resources. Such amendments are NOT maintained in 
this document. Please refer to the current Notices to Fishermen web page for information 
n declaration amendments. o
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26-157C - TAKING OF LOBSTERS 
PLEASE NOTE: Sections of 26-157c may be amended by Commissioner Declaration to maintain 
compliance with federal or interstate fishery management plans or to prevent the undue depletion 
of native fishery resources. Such amendments are NOT maintained in this document. Please refer 
to the current Notices to Fishermen web page for information on declaration amendments. 
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26-157c-1. Taking lobsters – general 

(a) Definitions 
(1) “ASMFC” means the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, created 

under the terms of an interstate compact ratified by the State of Connecticut 
(section 26-295 of the Connecticut General Statutes) and approved by the U. S. 
Congress (Public Law 539, Chapter 283, Second Session, 77th Congress; 56 Stat. 
267, approved May 4, 1942, as amended by Public Law 721, 81st Congress, 
approved August 19, 1950). 

26-157c

(2) “American Lobster Fishery Management Plan” or “FMP” means the plan and its 
amendments and addendums approved and published by the ASMFC to manage 
the interstate lobster fishery. 

(3) “Carapace length” means the length of a lobster as measured along the length of 
the carapace (body shell) parallel to the centerline from the rear end of the eye 
socket to the rear end of the carapace. 

(4) “LMA” means any lobster management area as defined in the FMP. 
(5) “LMA 6 maximum length” means a carapace length of 5-1/4 inches. 
(6) “LMA 6 minimum length” means a carapace length of 3-5/16 inches. 
(7) “LMA 6 v-notch” means a v-notch, with or without setal hairs, at least one-

eighth inch in depth. 
(8) “Lobster” means American lobster (Homarus americanus). 
(9) “V-Notch” means a notch or indentation in the flipper next to and to the right of 

the center flipper as viewed from the dorsal surface with the tail oriented toward 
the observer. Such a mark is applied to protect certain lobsters from harvest for 
conservation purposes. 

(b) Lobsters may be taken only by lobster pots, traps, trawls or similar devices or by skin 
diving, including the use of self-contained underwater breathing apparatus, or by hand. 
The use of spears or hooks of any kind to take lobsters and the possession of lobsters 
taken by any method that pierces the shell is prohibited. 

(c) No person shall buy, sell, give away, offer for sale or possess, regardless where taken: 
(1) any female lobster with ova or spawn attached or from which the ova or spawn 

has been removed; or 
(2) any female lobster bearing a LMA 6 v-notch or any female lobster which is 

mutilated in a manner which could hide, obscure or obliterate such a mark; or 
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(3) any lobster with a carapace length less than the LMA 6 minimum length, except 
as provided in section 26-157j of the Connecticut General Statutes; or 

(4) any lobster with a carapace length greater than the LMA 6 maximum length, 
except that a person may buy, sell, give away, offer for sale or possess a lobster 
with a carapace length greater than the LMA 6 maximum length provided: 
(A) such lobsters are not taken from LMA 6 waters; and 
(B) such lobsters are not greater than the maximum legal length in effect for 

the waters of the LMA or nation of origin; and 
(C) any seafood dealer, wholesaler or shipper in possession of such lobsters 

possesses a manifest, bill of lading, invoice, purchase order, seafood 
dealer report or other written documentation identifying the vessel, state, 
lobster management area or nation of origin, as applicable, where such 
lobsters were received, the number of such lobsters received that are 
greater than said LMA 6 maximum length and the date such lobsters 
were received. Such documentation shall be retained by the seafood 
dealer, wholesaler or shipper for a period of six months from the date 
such lobsters were received and shall be made available to law 
enforcement officers upon request; and 
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(D) any vessel possessing or landing lobster greater than the LMA 6 
maximum length shall have a valid federal limited access American 
lobster permit issued pursuant to 50 CFR 697.4. 

(d) When caught, any lobster specified in subdivisions (1) to (4), inclusive, of subsection (c) 
of this section or subdivisions (1) or (3) of subsection (e) of this section shall, without 
avoidable injury, be immediately returned to the waters from which taken. 

(e) No person authorized to take lobsters from any LMA other than or in addition to LMA 6, 
as defined in the current FMP, shall possess on the waters or shores of this state: 
(1) any lobster with a carapace length that is less than the largest minimum length or 

greater than the smallest maximum length specified in the FMP for any LMA for 
which the licensee has elected to engage in lobster fishing activity; 

(2) any lobster pot with an escape vent as defined in subsection (a) of section 26-
157c-2 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies with an unobstructed 
opening less than the largest dimension specified in the FMP for any LMA for 
which the licensee has elected to engage in lobster fishing activity; or 

(3) any female lobster that does not meet the most restrictive LMA-specific v-notch 
definition specified in the FMP for any LMA for which the licensee has elected 
to engage in lobster fishing activity, or any female lobster which is mutilated in a 
manner which could hide, obscure or obliterate such a mark. 

(f) Any licensee authorized to take lobsters from an LMA in which the FMP requires a v-
notch to be applied to all egg-bearing female lobsters shall, as specified in the FMP, 
apply such v-notch to all such lobsters taken when fishing in that LMA. 

Effective January 1, 1992. Amended October 30, 1998. Amended January 28, 2002 to 
prohibit possession of male as well as female v-notched lobsters. Amended March 31, 
2003 prohibit the possession of lobsters not in compliance with any length limits in effect 
in any LMA they elect to fish. Amended 2/27/2004 changed v-notching for females only. 
Amended 3/1/2007 defined LMA 6 v-notch (1/8”), minimum length increased to 3-5/16”. 
Amended 12/22/2008 technical corrections, established LMA 6 maximum length (5-
1/4”), and revised v-notch definition. 
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26-157c-2. Taking lobsters – pots and traps 

(a) All lobster pots, traps and similar devices used for the taking of lobsters shall be 
constructed so as to contain in the catch compartment (parlor) one of the following: 
(1) a horizontal, rectangular escape vent with an unobstructed opening not less than 

1-7/8 inches by 5-3/4 inches, and, effective May 1, 1998, not less than 1-15/16 
inches by 5-3/4 inches; or 

(2) two circular escape vents each with an unobstructed opening not less than 2-3/8 
inches in diameter, and, effective May 1, 1998, not less than 2-7/16 inches in 
diameter. 

All lobster pots, traps or similar devices in use which do not contain such escape vents 
may be seized by any authorized representative of the Department of Environmental 
Protection and disposed of as determined by the commissioner. 

(b) All lobster pots and traps made of material other than wood used for the taking of lobsters 
shall be constructed so as to contain, on any side of the catch compartment (parlor), an 
escapement panel which, when open, will provide an unobstructed orifice not less than 3-
3/4 inches by 3-3/4 inches. If constructed of wood, said escapement panel shall 
incorporate a rectangular escape vent with an inside measurement not less than 1-7/8 
inches by 5-3/4 inches and, effective May 1, 1998, not less than 1-15/16 inches by 5-3/4 
inches and, on the longitudinal axis, be composed of lath not thicker than 3/8 of an inch. 
If constructed of material other than wood, said escapement panel may be hinged and 
shall be held in the closed position with uncoated, ferrous wire, the stock of which is not 
more than 3/32 of an inch in diameter, or with untreated natural fiber such as cotton, 
sisal, hemp, or manila. All such pots and traps in use which do not contain such 
escapement panels may be seized by any authorized representative of the Department of 
Environmental Protection and disposed of as determined by the commissioner. 

26-157c

(c) Effective January 1, 1999, no person shall use in the waters of this state a lobster pot, trap 
or similar device with a volume larger than 22,950 cubic inches. 

(d) From one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, no person shall set, tend 
or assist in setting or tending any lobster pot, trap or similar device for the catching of 
lobsters or any live car or other device in which lobsters are kept in the water after having 
been removed from the pots, traps or trawls in which they were caught. 

(e) All lobster pot buoys used in the waters of this state shall be of uniform color or uniform 
pattern of coloration, such color or pattern to be determined by the license holder. Any 
person engaged in lobstering shall maintain, in a position visible from all directions, a 
buoy displaying his color or pattern of coloration. 

(f) All lobster pots used in the waters of this state shall be identified as required in 
subsection (b) of section 26-157a of the General Statutes and, upon transfer of ownership 
of said pots, any previous identification shall not be removed or obliterated. Any lobster 
pot, trap or similar device found to contain a defaced or obliterated license number may 
be seized by any authorized representative of the Department of Environmental 
Protection and either used by the Department for purposes of marine research or 
destroyed. 

Effective May 19, 1995. Amended October 23, 1997. Amended October 30, 1998 to 
implement maximum pot size. 

26-157c-3. Taking lobsters – otter trawls, beam trawls and similar devices 

(a) In any waters of this state, on any vessel having on board an otter trawl net, beam trawl 
net or similar device capable of taking lobsters, there shall be a possession limit of 100 
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lobsters per day or per trip, whichever is the longer period of time, except that with 
respect to any vessel using methods other than pots and landing lobsters taken outside the 
waters of this state, said limit shall be 100 lobsters per day provided that, if a trip exceeds 
five days, such limit shall be 500 lobsters per trip. Said limits shall apply to the aggregate 
of all persons on board such vessel. For the purposes of this subsection, “day” shall be 
from 12:01 am until midnight, and “trip” shall be from the time the vessel departs from 
shore to begin fishing until the time that the vessel first returns to shore for the purpose of 
landing the catch. 

(b) The transfer by any person of any lobster from any vessel having on board an otter trawl, 
beam trawl or similar device to any other vessel is prohibited. 

Effective January 1, 1986. Amended October 30, 1998 to implement the 100/500 piece 
lobster limit for trawlers. 

26-157c-4. Management of the lobster pot fishery 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to implement requirements of the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission’s American Lobster Fishery Management Plan by 
establishing the number of lobster pots authorized to be set each year by licensees of the 
Department of Environmental Protection and the provisions by which lobster pot tags 
will be issued to licensees. This section may be amended in the future in accordance with 
the provisions of chapter 54 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
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(b) Definitions. 
(1) “ASMFC” means the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, created 

under the terms of an interstate compact ratified by the State of Connecticut 
(section 26-295 of the Connecticut General Statutes) and approved by the U. S. 
Congress (Public Law 539, Chapter 283, Second Session, 77th Congress; 56 Stat. 
267, approved May 4, 1942, as amended by Public Law 721, 81st Congress, 
approved August 19, 1950). 

(2) “American Lobster Fishery Management Plan” means the plan and its 
amendments and addendums approved and published by the ASMFC to manage 
the interstate lobster fishery. 

(3) “Catastrophic pot loss” means the loss, between June 1 of a given year through 
May 31 of the following year, of: 
(A) with respect to a personal use licensee, 10 pots; and 
(B) with respect to a commercial licensee, more pots than the number of tags 

issued to such licensee under subdivision (e)(1) of this section, if such 
loss is due to one or more events beyond the licensee’s control such as an 
act of God, theft or vandalism. 

(4) “Commercial licensee” means any person to whom the Commissioner has issued 
a commercial license under section 26-142a of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

(5) “Commissioner” shall mean the Commissioner of Environmental Protection. 
(6) “Effective pots fished” means, for a given calendar year, the smaller value of: 

(A) the maximum calculated number of pots derived from LMA 2 qualifying 
catch records, or 

(B) the predicted pots fished derived from LMA 2 qualifying catch records, 
or 

(C) if provided on reports submitted to the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, MADMF, the NYSDEC or the RIDEM, the maximum number 
of pots fished in LMA 2 during a year. 
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(7) “Federal lobster permit” means a federal fisheries permit issued by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce pursuant to 50 CFR 697.4 for a vessel for taking 
American lobster by pots from a specified LMA. 

(8) “Fish” and “fished” means setting, tending, or hauling a pot, or leaving a pot in 
the water after setting, tending or hauling it. 

(9) “Fishing week” means any calendar week within the qualifying period. 
(10) “Fishing year” means the period from June 1 of a given year through May 31, 

inclusive, of the following year. 
(11) “FMP” means the American Lobster Fishery Management Plan. 
(12) “Haul” means to lift a pot from the water for the purpose of taking lobsters. 
(13) “License” means a license to take lobster issued by the Commissioner under 

section 26-142a of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
(14) “Licensee” means a person to whom the Commissioner has issued a license. 
(15) “LMA” means any of the several lobster management areas defined in the FMP. 
(16) “LMA 2” means Lobster Management Area 2 as defined in the FMP. 
(17) “LMA 2 qualifying catch records” means those records that: 26-157c

(A) are complete and accurate records of lobster catch, landings, pots hauled, 
and the soak-time associated with those pots, reported to the 
Commissioner in accordance of the provisions of section 26-157b of the 
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, or similar such data 
submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service, the MADMF, the 
NYSDEC or the RIDEM, and 

(B) represent fishing activity that occurred aboard a vessel that held a federal 
or applicable state lobster permit for LMA 2 and was conducted between 
the effective date and expiration date, inclusive, of said permit, and 

(C) represent fishing activity that occurred aboard a vessel for which pot tags 
bearing the LMA 2 designation were purchased for the fishing year in 
which that activity occurred, and 

(D) represent fishing activity that resulted in landings of lobster in 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island or New York, and 

(E) represent fishing activity from any statistical area provided that at least 
one trip was reported in catch records for the same calendar year that 
meets the requirements of subparagraphs (A) through (D), inclusive, of 
this subdivision and that indicates fishing activity in a statistical area that 
lies in whole or in part within LMA 2 or the LMA 2/3 overlap. 

(18) “LMA 2 qualifying period” means the calendar years 2001, 2002, and 2003 or, if 
applied under reconsideration granted by the Commissioner pursuant to 
subsection (g)(4)(B) of this section, the years 1999 and 2000. 

(19) “LMA 2/3 overlap” means the overlap area between LMA 2 and LMA 3 as 
defined in the FMP. 

(20) “LMA 6” means Lobster Management Area 6 as defined in the FMP, namely 
those waters of Long Island Sound and any New York territorial waters of Long 
Island Sound and Fishers Island Sound in which Connecticut residents are 
authorized by the Commissioner or by the NYSDEC to take lobsters but 
excluding New York waters on the south shore of Long Island west of 72° west 
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longitude. Unless otherwise specified in this section, LMA 6 includes LMA 6A 
and the Race. 

(21) “LMA 6 qualifying catch record” means a complete and accurate record of pots 
hauled, and the soak-time associated with those pots, submitted to the 
Commissioner in accordance of the provisions of section 26-157b of the 
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, covering any portion of the 
qualifying period. 

(22) “LMA 6 qualifying period” means the period from January 1, 1995 through June 
8, 1998, inclusive. 

(23) “LMA 6A” means a portion of LMA 6 comprising the Connecticut waters of 
Long Island Sound west of the Loran C 26740 line. 

(24) “MADMF” means the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries. 
(25) “Material incapacity” means an event determined by the commissioner to be 

beyond the control of a license holder that results in a significant reduction in 
fishing performance by that license holder. A material incapacity shall include, 
but not be limited to, a significant medical condition or active military service, 
but shall not include the decision of the license holder to pursue others interests. 
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(26) “Maximum calculated number of pots” means the larger of the following 
calculated number of pots: 
(A) the number of pot-days from the LMA-specific qualifying catch records 

attributable to a fishing week divided by seven, or 
(B) the largest value for pots hauled on any one day from the LMA-specific 

qualifying catch records within that fishing week. 
(27) “NYSDEC” means the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation. 
(28) “Permanent transfer” means the sale, barter, trade or gifting of some portion of 

the number of pots authorized to be fished by a commercial licensee. 
(29) “Personal use licensee” means any person to whom the Commissioner has issued 

a license under section 26-142a of the Connecticut General Statutes to take 
lobsters for personal use. 

(30) “Pot” means any lobster pot, trap or similar device used to take lobsters. 
(31) “Pot-day” means the reported number of pots hauled during a day, times the 

reported soak-time for those same pots. 
(32) “Predicted pots fished” means the number of pots, not to exceed 800 pots, 

calculated using the formula derived for LMA 2 in Addendum VII to the FMP, 
P=e(a(ln(L))+b+(R/2)), where P is the predicted pots fished, L is the total annual 
landings, e is the base of the natural logarithm and ln is the natural logarithm. 
The values for a, b, and R are dependent on the calendar year of the total annual 
landings and are: 
(A) for 2001, 2002 and 2003, a=0.6473, b=0.4782 and R=0.6525, and 
(B) for 1999 and 2000, a=0.6221, b=0.6163 and R=0.5295. 

(33) “Qualifying license application” means the application for a license which the 
Commissioner issued between December 19, 1994 and June 8, 1998, inclusive, 
and which application was effective for any of the calendar years 1995, 1996, 
1997 or 1998. 

Section 26-157c - Taking of Lobsters Revised 08/19/2013 



Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 7 

(34) “Race” means a portion of LMA 6 comprising commercial fishery statistical 
areas 6 and 147 as referred to on the forms which the Commissioner provides for 
submission of fishing reports pursuant to section 26-157b of the Regulations of 
Connecticut State Agencies. 

(35) “Report” or “Reported” means to submit or to have submitted to the 
Commissioner a complete and accurate qualifying catch record. 

(36) “Resident licensee” means a commercial licensee who is a resident of 
Connecticut. 

(37) “RIDEM” means the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management. 
(38) “Soak-time” means the number of days from the date a pot is set in the water 

until the date it is next hauled. 
(39) “Tag” means a tag sold or authorized to be sold by the Commissioner or another 

state or the National Marine Fisheries Service, to be used to satisfy the 
requirements of this section. 

(40) “Vendor” means a person authorized by the Commissioner or another state or the 
National Marine Fisheries Service to sell tags. 

(c) LMA 6 Lobster Pot Limits. 26-157c

(1) On and after June 1, 2000, no resident licensee shall fish in LMA 6 any more 
than the following number of pots: 
(A) whichever of the following three numbers is the greatest: 

(i) the number of pots he specified on any one of his qualifying 
license applications as the maximum number of pots he intended 
to fish, or 

(ii) the maximum calculated number of pots that he fished in LMA 6 
during the LMA 6 qualifying period, or 

(iii) 200 pots, or 
(B) the smallest number of pots which the Commissioner has determined a 

licensee is authorized under the FMP to fish in any LMA other than 
LMA 6, 

(C) provided that if the number of pots determined under subparagraph (A) 
of this subdivision differs from the number of pots determined under 
subparagraph (B) of this subdivision, the lesser of those two numbers 
shall be the maximum number of pots which such licensee may fish, and 

(D) provided further that he may not fish more than 200 pots if he did not 
report the fishing of any pots during the LMA 6 qualifying period but he: 
(i) specified on any one of his qualifying license applications that he 

intended to fish one or more pots, or 
(ii) reported landing lobsters from LMA 6 during the LMA 6 

qualifying period, and 
(E) provided further that he may not fish any pots if he did not report the 

fishing of any pots during the LMA 6 qualifying period and he did not 
specify on any one of his qualifying license applications that he intended 
to fish one or more pots and he did not report landing lobsters from LMA 
6 during the LMA 6 qualifying period. 

(2) No commercial licensee may fish in LMA 6A more than 800 pots. 
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(3) The Commissioner may authorize a commercial licensee to fish in LMA 6 the 
maximum calculated number of pots he would have qualified to fish under 
subsection (c) of this section based on the period January 1, 1992 through 
December 31, 1994, inclusive, provided that: 
(A) he held a commercial license during any of the years 1992, 1993 or 1994, 

and 
(B) he did not fish during the LMA 6 qualifying period due to his own 

verified and substantiated medical circumstances, and 
provided further that he may not transfer any of said pots under the provisions of 
subsection (f)(2) of this section. 

(4) No personal use licensee may fish more than 10 pots. Said pots may only be used 
in the Connecticut waters of LMA 6 and in LMA 6A. 

(5) A licensee may fish pots with the tags of another licensee for as many as 30 
fishing trips in a year without the Commissioner’s approval. A licensee may fish 
pots with the tags of another licensee for more than 30 fishing trips in a year only 
with the Commissioner’s written approval, provided not more than one such 
approval shall be issued to a licensee at any one time. The Commissioner shall 
deny such written approval unless the licensee applying therefor demonstrates 
that he is a partner, employer, employee or family member of the other licensee 
or he is assisting a licensee who cannot fish his own pots due to his own verified 
and substantiated medical condition. 26
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(6) Under no circumstances may a licensee fish pots with the tags of more than one 
other licensee. 

(7) A licensee may not fish pots with the tags of another licensee unless he carries on 
his person the written permission of such other licensee. 

(d) Tags. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (c)(5) of this section, no licensee shall fish any 

pot unless it is affixed with a tag issued to him that is valid for the period from 
June 1 of a given year through May 31, inclusive, of the following year. Tags 
shall only be fished in LMAs for which they are designated. Possession of 
untagged pots on the waters of any LMA is prohibited. The Commissioner shall 
make available the name and address of any vendor authorized to provide tags to 
licensees. 

(2) The fee for a tag shall be the total of the costs of manufacturing, shipping and 
handling the tag up to a maximum of $0.20 for commercial licensees and $0.25 
for personal use licensees, plus an additional $0.03. 

(3) The licensee shall affix the tag to the top of the pot, provided he may not affix the 
tag to any portion of the door or to any cut wire mesh and may not reuse a tag 
once removed from a pot to which it was originally affixed. 

(4) The Commissioner shall authorize for each licensee a number of tags equal to the 
maximum number of pots the licensee is authorized under this section to fish plus 
any overages for routine loss as determined according to subsection (e)(1) of this 
section, all rounded up to the next multiple of 10 tags. The Commissioner shall 
authorize for use in LMA 6A the number of such tags which is equal to the 
maximum number of pots the licensee is authorized under this section to fish in 
LMA 6A, provided the licensee may use in any portion of LMA 6 any of his tags 
designated for use in LMA 6A. No licensee may use in LMA 6A any of his tags 
unless such tag is designated for use in LMA 6A. 
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(5) No person that is authorized to fish lobster pots in more than one LMA shall be 
authorized to purchase pot tags in excess of the smallest number of pots said 
person is allowed to fish in each LMA authorized, as specified in the “most 
restrictive rule” in Addendum IV to Amendment 3 to the FMP. 

(6) Residents of Connecticut shall not obtain tags from any source other than the 
Commissioner, the National Marine Fisheries Service or a vendor as defined in 
this section. 

(7) Resident licensees holding a federal lobster permit to fish in a LMA other than 
LMA 2 or LMA 6 shall not be authorized to purchase pot tags in excess of the 
number allowed under the FMP. 

(e) Tag Replacement. 
(1) The Commissioner shall authorize for each commercial licensee an additional 

number of tags equal to 10% of the number of tags authorized under subsection 
(d)(4) of this section for use in LMA 6 or authorized under subsection (g)(3) of 
this section for use in LMA 2. The Commissioner may also issue to a commercial 
licensee an additional number of tags, solely for use in the Race, equal to 15% of 
the number of tags authorized under subsection (d)(4) of this section for use in 
LMA 6. 

26-157c

(2) A licensee may request in writing that the Commissioner authorize the 
replacement of tags for pots such licensee has lost due to catastrophic pot loss. If 
the Commissioner approves such request in writing, the licensee may purchase, 
as replacement tags, the total number of tags authorized in subsections (d)(4), 
(e)(1) and (g)(3) of this section. During the time between the date a licensee 
requests replacement tags under this subdivision and the date the Commissioner 
approves such request and the Commissioner or vendor issues such replacement 
tags, such licensee may, if the Commissioner so allows, fish pots without tags, 
provided the number of such pots does not exceed the number authorized under 
subsections (c) and (g) of this section. The licensee shall affix all such 
replacement tags to his pots within 10 days after issuance and shall remove all 
original tags from his pots. After said 10-day period, all original tags that were 
initially issued under subsections (d)(4), (e)(1) and (g)(3) of this section shall no 
longer be valid. 

(3) If a commercial licensee makes a request for replacement of tags and returns to 
the Commissioner the tags to be replaced, the Commissioner shall authorize the 
licensee to purchase tags to replace tags issued under subsections (d)(4) and 
(g)(3) of this section. 

(f) Transferability. 
(1) If pursuant to section 26-142b of the Connecticut General Statutes, the 

Commissioner authorizes the transfer of a license from a commercial licensee to 
another person, such other person shall be authorized to fish only the number of 
pots authorized by section 26-142b of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

(2) The Commissioner may authorize the permanent transfer of LMA-specific 
lobster pot allocations, in part or in whole, from one fisherman to another 
pursuant to provisions of the FMP adopted by the ASMFC that define the 
specific terms and conditions of such transfers. 

(g) LMA 2 Lobster Pot Limits. 
(1) No person licensed by and no commercial fishing vessel permitted by the 

Commissioner under section 26-142a of the Connecticut General Statutes shall 
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fish lobster pots in LMA 2 or land lobsters taken from pots fished in LMA 2 
unless such person and vessel combination has been issued an LMA 2 pot 
allocation by the Commissioner or by any other state that is in compliance with 
Addendum VII to Amendment 3 to the FMP. 

(2) Eligibility. The Commissioner shall issue initial LMA 2 lobster pot allocations 
only to resident commercial license holders in combination with the vessel or 
vessels designated by such license holders, provided: 
(A) said vessel had a federal lobster permit or applicable state permit for 

LMA 2 during any year of the LMA 2 qualifying period; and 
(B) pot tags bearing the LMA 2 designation were purchased for use by said 

vessel during any year of the LMA 2 qualifying period; and 
(C) said vessel does not have an approved or pending LMA 2 pot allocation 

in combination with any other person or from any other state; and 
(D) LMA 2 qualifying catch records for said vessel were reported for the 

LMA 2 qualifying period; and 
(E) such LMA 2 qualifying catch records shall only be used to qualify a 

single license holder and vessel and shall not have been used to qualify 
any other person or vessel for an LMA 2 pot allocation by the 
Commissioner or any other state; and 

26
-1

57
c 

(F) for vessels that presently have a federal lobster permit or had a federal 
lobster permit during the qualifying period, the rules regarding 
qualification restriction, consolidation restriction, change in ownership, 
confirmation of permit history and restriction on permit splitting 
contained in 50 CFR 697.4(a) shall apply. 

(3) Allocation. The initial LMA 2 allocation for each resident license holder and 
vessel combination shall be the largest of the annual values for effective pots 
fished as determined by the Commissioner for each license holder and vessel 
combination for each of the years of the LMA 2 qualifying period, provided such 
value shall not exceed 800 pots. 

(4) Reconsideration. Any resident license holder seeking a reconsideration of their 
LMA 2 pot allocation shall do so in writing to the Commissioner. Such written 
request for reconsideration shall be delivered to the Department or postmarked 
by May 31, 2007. The only grounds for reconsideration that shall be considered 
by the Commissioner are: 
(A) that the Commissioner erred in determining eligibility or in calculating 

the initial pot allocation, provided the Commissioner shall not consider 
supplemental catch, effort or landings data submitted with a request for 
reconsideration or that was received by the Department, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, or reporting authority of another state more than 60 
days after the due date for the last reporting period that occurred in the 
LMA 2 qualifying period; or 

(B) that the license holder had no, or had substantially reduced, fishing 
performance during the years 2001, 2002 and 2003 due to a material 
incapacity. Such a request for reconsideration is subject to the following 
requirements and conditions: 
(i) the license holder must present to the Commissioner written 

documentation of the material incapacity, with such 
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documentation circa the date of the incapacity and notarized at 
the time the request for reconsideration is presented; and 

(ii) the years 1999 and 2000 will be used as the LMA 2 qualifying 
period for determining eligibility for, and the value of, the initial 
pot allocation according to subdivisions (2) and (3) of this 
subsection; and 

(iii) the license holder must have reported LMA 2 qualifying catch 
records for the vessel for which he is seeking an allocation for 
any year from 1999 through 2003, inclusive. 

(5) Limitations. 
(A) No person shall land lobster from LMA 2 in Connecticut if they have 

purchased pot tags in excess of the number of tags authorized by their 
allocating state under Addendum VII to Amendment 3 of the FMP. 

(B) No single person or company shall own, or share ownership of, more 
than two vessels with LMA 2 pot allocations, except that a person or 
company that concurrently owned more than two vessels with federal 
lobster permits for LMA 2 during December of 2003 may retain 
allocations for that number of permitted vessels. 

(6) Allocation adjustments. Addendum VII to Amendment 3 of the FMP specifies 
that LMA 2 will be managed under an LMA-wide overall pot allocation cap. This 
cap constitutes the maximum number of pots allocated among all LMA 2 
allocation holders. If an FMP amendment or addendum specifies an adjustment 
to this cap, initial LMA 2 pot allocations shall be increased or reduced consistent 
with such FMP amendment or addendum. 

Effective June 28, 2000. Amended January 28, 2002 to implement lobster pot buyback 
program with federal disaster relief funds. Amended December 18, 2002 by emergency to 
increased the compensation from $4 & $12 to $16 and $24. Amended likewise again 
12/2003. Amended 3/1/2007 implemented LMA 2 trap allocations. Amended 09/27/2007 
allocations in a license transfer defer to the statutes, LMA 6 allocation transfer language 
eliminated, authorizes commissioner to execute LMA 2 allocation transfers. Amended 
12/22/2008 generalized transfers in (f)(2) to all LMAs with transfer provisions in the 
FMP. 
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