
STATE OF CONNECTICUT  
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS   

 
  

 

  
            
      
   M. JODI RELL 

           GOVERNOR 
 
 

STATE CAPITOL, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE               CONTACT:  Chris Cooper, 860-524-7313 
February 9, 2007                                  Christopher.cooper@ct.gov 
       
 

Governor Rell Reappoints Claudette Beaulieu 
As Social Services Deputy Commissioner 

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced the reappointment of Claudette J. Beaulieu of 
Glastonbury as deputy commissioner for programs at the Department of Social Services (DSS). 

A career state employee who has served in DSS since it was formed in 1993, Beaulieu is 
responsible for managing child care, energy assistance, food stamps, child support enforcement 
and other services.  

Governor Rell’s reappointment of Beaulieu completes the top management team at DSS, 
which has over 2,100 employees and a budget of over $4 billion. 

Last month, the Governor nominated Michael P. Starkowski of Rocky Hill, also a career 
public servant, as DSS commissioner.  Starkowski is awaiting confirmation by the General 
Assembly.  The Governor also announced the appointment of Amalia Vazquez Bzdyra of 
Wallingford, an attorney with expertise in health care, budgeting and contracting, to replace 
Starkowski as deputy commissioner for administration. 

“Claudette Beaulieu is a highly experienced manager who, like Commissioner 
Starkowski, has spent her entire career in the service of Connecticut’s children, families, elders 
and people with disabilities,” Governor Rell said.  “I am very pleased to have a management 
team of the caliber of Starkowski, Vazquez Bzdyra and Beaulieu in place at the Department of 
Social Services.  DSS is a critical agency that delivers a wide range of critical human services 
and administers the largest part of the state budget.” 

Beaulieu, 50, a native of East Hartford, graduated from the University of Connecticut 
with a political science degree in 1978 and began her state career with the first Department of 
Social Services.  After that agency became the Department of Income Maintenance, Beaulieu 
was appointed chief spokesperson, eventually rising to director of public and government 
relations when the current Department of Social Services was formed in 1993.  As a top aide to 
various commissioners, Beaulieu assisted in developing the state’s welfare reform program and 
other policy initiatives, eventually rising to deputy commissioner for programs. 
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